dear ileiiry 



12/24/04 

V/e enjoyed your rdoster letter to the judge so uvich! So nuch tliat I':a wrj.ting 
instead of takijig tj;e nap I've been looking f onward to for about four hours. Taicing 
ray 05 y<iiir old mother-in-law around for the lab vjork and X-rays tliat are part of her 
checkup kind of wore me out. , 

If I v/ere less tired and didn't have a napkin the back of rsy r.ind I'd give you 
so-ie of our roosf^ stories for your children. Only ours were old cocks, with spurs 
three Inches long. Or the stoiy of one of tlie pet geesd that Eil rjiised in the house 
until he could, stay outside. He was in the only egg that sarvived in the incubator 
hil forgot to turn back on one day when was staging an egg promotion in V/aslii-.g-ton, 
'dhat a cliaracter! Named Oskar Hamm Puiapemickel, not inappropriate for either his 
character or iis Smden ancestry. 

the way, your wife niay be interested, after brooding chicks in the house, 
that Lil devised a way of diapering Otdtar with plastic bags, wliich really meant 
devising a iieims that would friastrate liis efforts to taite them off. She had to 
because he like to sit in her kap and watch the evening OT news with us. 

Even hiid a life insurance );olicy on !iim. 

Fact is I wrote his biography, every incredible word of it true, and made a 
terrible mess of the writing because it had been so long since I've even tried any 
light writing. Not since my cojaimn i;i the college paper, in fact. With pix, too. 

Viith regard to your book, you say, ?I will expect you to call your shots as 
you see them." I hope it does not cons? to that and I'll avoid all possible comment. 

I don't want to hurt or embarrass you and besides, I’d rather spend even that litrle 
ti,-,io on other tilings. However, if you face any unbiased opposition in any appearances, 
or even informed college audiences, yiu may have to respond to what you declined, to 
address, and I think you would be well advised to try to prepare to respond to tlie 

criticiams I made of parts of tha ms. Now tJiat it is off your back you inay bo able 

to think about tliose matters as you did not reflect thinldng to ns. 

There are a couple of ccher sentences iu your first graf I'd like to try to 
clarify, no.* tiiat it is over. 

"We }iit sort of an i."rp£f 5 He." You nay h..-iva -cun. yoinrselj? out of tine or you may 
have iiad some other rciisou, but we never discussed any of those tilings and yuu never 
responded in any way to th< 3 m, Ti;.e irapaase -was, X tMnk, one-way, and I tcook all that 

time ±u an effort to help you ari.d to laaice your book -n'h^t I bsliovo would be better and 

I am certain les.' vulnerable, v/hen it comes out and wlien it is later examined by 
scholars, as to some degree ell are, 

"...it seeaied increasir^ly certain that what I vjas trying to do was not going 
to suit you very well." The can aply to only the last part of the book, and it is true 
that theorising about the assassination does not suit me "veiy well, but I do not 
believe that is wliat you have in mind. However, there are very few 01 the very large 
number I've tried to hielp whose finished product I expected to agree with. My agree- 
ment was no-^^ precondition of ray help. I did not expect a Hl> rovints editor to hold 
political that would coincide entirely -with mine. Most of my friends views do 

nnt. Tile surprj.sing thing i-s that whe,n discuss political and foreign-policy 
matters we have largo areas of complete agreement, and xiiiat differences vfe have do 
not influence our friendship. However, as I recfill it, our disa;presments were over 
specifics of exclusion ;ind inclusion and wliat it boils d.oi/n to, as you i.iay loam from 
others Jiftor they liave reeid it, is ii.iposlng political preconceptions ■ Ithout a solid 
case a.nd in "oms ij«:tnnces with w)nt c.an be regarded as .les-- then t’nat, Tliase .are 
the .ireas in which I think you Bay face criticism fifter the book is out. However, I 
think Most of the professional re’niev/ers x-fill ;j,gree with your doctrine. 




It iiaa ’oeen a loii^ tiue since I've a ),;eared before any coilog«i audience and I 
rarely do tall-: shovjs. So I cannot says what these audionoes are today, s-iive tliat 
they ar aood audiences for sales. I’hese are the kind ; of audiences that aan i u;lude 
the iiiforned as well as tlione biased by the banes of the world. Biased and raisled. 

Vihat’.ver else I tixinit about t’leci, I tx^lievo tliat conspiracy theories do sell, 
nad if licit pronotes well you may b<5 plaat'-ed witii tl:e sales. Eapficiaily bbcauso as 
my mail roni.nds me often enoU;;'h, there ia a novf genera :ion that is not without 
interest in the subject of the assassination. In my recent corrospozidenca these range 
frora those who do not know what a sentence is to a policeman with a master's degree 
/whp, by the way, jigrees vjith me and my writirw-; from his professional point of view 
about e’;idnce and investigations. 

nii wlio asks to be renember to you, ana - both like you and wish you only 
the best. 

We, too, ore well for our ages and cor.ditions, 

V/e both hop<5 tliat you all have a fine holiday season and a good year. Pleaise 
also remember U£i to Sissy if and when you are in touch. 



Sincerely 




